6                         THE  CATFISH

behind its tail. And it is no consolation either to
inertia or cod to say that this disturbing element
serves an ultimate good, rendering it alert, firm, and
wholesome of flesh. However salutary, the catfish is
far from popular among the placid residents of the
tank, and it is fortunate that neither in tanks nor
streets can the advisability of catfish or change be
submitted to the referendum of the inert. In neither
case would the necessary steps for advance in health
and activity be adopted. To be sure, it is just possible
to overdo the number of catfish in one tank. At
present in this country, for instance, and, indeed, in
the whole world, there seem to be more catfish than
cod, and the resulting liveliness is perhaps a little
excessive, a little "jumpy." But'in the midst of all.
the violence, turmoil, and upheaval, it is hopeful to
remember that of the deepest and most salutary
change which Europe has known it was divinely
foretold that it would bring not peace but a sword.